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Laborers for the Harvest

* Matthew 9:35-38 - And Jesus went throughout all the cities and
villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of
the kingdom and healing every disease and every
aftliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, ““T'he harvest 1s plentiful,
but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”



3 Steps to Effective Ministry

1. Seek Opportunities
2. Find the Lost
3. Get to Work

" All Lead to Effective Service and Ministry



Seek Opportunities — Pray for Open Doors

e Matthew 9:37-38 - Then he said to his disciples, ““The harvest 1s plentiful,

but the laborets are few;

e Colossians 4:2-4 being watchful in it with
thanksgiving, 3 At the same time
to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which 1
am in prison— * that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.
e Ephesians 6:18-20
To that end, keep alert with all perseverance,
making supplication for all the saints, 1 and also for me,

20 for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly,
as I ought to speak.



Open Door — No One Can Shut

* Revelation 3:8 - ““I know your works. Behold,

, and yet you have kept my word
and have not denied my name.
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Paul Finding the Lost

* Acts 14:1-7 - Now at they entered together into the Jewish
synagogue and spoke in such a way that a great number of both Jews and
Greeks believed. 2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and
poisoned their minds against the brothers. 3

, who bore witness to the word of his
grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 4 But the
people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews and some with
the apostles. > When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews,
with their rulers, to mistreat them and to stone them, ¢ they learned of it

and fled to



Paul Finding the Lost

* Acts 14:8-15 - Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet. He
was crippled from birth and had never walked. ? He listened to Paul speaking, And
Paul, looking intently at him and seeing that he had faith to be made well, 1 said in a
loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.”” And he sprang up and began
walking. ! And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices,
saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have come down to us in the likeness of
men!” 2 Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief
speaker. ¥ And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance to the city,
brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacrifice with the
crowds. ¥ But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their
garments and rushed out into the crowd, crying out, * “Men, why are you doing
these things? We also are men, of like nature with you, and we bring you good news,
that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven
and the earth and the sea and all that 1s in them.



Paul Finding the Lost

* Acts 14:19-23 - But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having
persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city,
supposing that he was dead. 2 But when the disciples gathered about
him, he rose up and entered the city, and on the next day he went on with
Barnabas to Derbe. 2! When they had preached the gospel to that city and
had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to
Antioch, %2 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to
continue 1n the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must
enter the kingdom of God. % And when they had appointed elders for

them in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to
the LLord in whom they had believed.



Get to Work — Paul’s Work Ethic

* 1 Thessalonians 2:9-12 - For you remember, brothers, our labor and
toil: we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of
you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. ¥ You are witnesses,
and God also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our conduct
toward you believers. 1! For you know how, like a father with his
children, ¥ we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you
and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into
his own kingdom and glory.



Get to Work — Paul’s Example

e 1 Corinthians 11:1 — Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.
¢ 1 Corinthians 4:16 — I urge you, then, be imitators of me.
e Philippians 3:17 — Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep

your eyes on those who walk according to the example you
have in us.



Mentor One Another

* Titus 2:1-8 - But as for you, teach what accords with sound
doctrine. 2 Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-
controlled, sound in faith, in love, and in steadfastness. 3 Older women
likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much
wine. They are to teach what is good, #and so train the young women to
love their husbands and children, ® to be self-controlled, pure, working at
home, kind, and submissive to their own husbands, that the word of
God may not be reviled. ¢ Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-
controlled. 7 Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works,
and in your teaching show integrity, dignity, ® and sound speech that
cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame, having
nothing evil to say about us.



