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Don’t Run From Hard Duty

■ Jonah 1:1-3 - Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the 
son of Amittai, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up before 
me.” 3 But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence 
of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going 
to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down into it, to go 
with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord.





Time to Think and Prioritize 

■ Jonah 2:7-10 - When my life was fainting away,
I remembered the LORD,

and my prayer came to you,
into your holy temple.

8 Those who pay regard to vain idols
forsake their hope of steadfast love.

9 But I with the voice of thanksgiving
will sacrifice to you;

what I have vowed I will pay.
Salvation belongs to the LORD!”

10 And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the 
dry land.



Preach the Word of God

■ Jonah 3:2 - 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call 
out against it the message that I tell you.”

■ Romans 1:16 - 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it 
is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek.





Preach the Word of God

■ 1 Peter 4:11 - 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as 
one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, 
they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in 
all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him 
be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. (NIV)



Preach the Word of God

■ 2 Timothy 4:1-4 - I charge you in the presence of God and 
of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and 
by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be 
ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time 
is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but 
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away 
from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 



Don’t Be Afraid of a Confrontational 
Message

■ Jonah 3:4 - Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's 
journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall 
be overthrown!”



Don’t Be Afraid of a Confrontational 
Message

■ 2 Timothy 4:2 - …2 preach the word; be ready in season 
and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 
complete patience and teaching. 



Don’t Be Afraid of a Confrontational 
Message

■ Wisdom needs to be used with our words

■ Colossians 4:5-6 - 5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making 
the best use of the time. 6 Let your speech always be gracious, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to 
answer each person.

■ Jude 22-23 - 22 And have mercy on those who doubt; 23 save 
others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy 
with fear, hating even the garment stained by the flesh.



Feel the Urgency of the Task

■ Jonah 3:2-4 - 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 
call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah 
arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the 
Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days' 
journey in breadth. 4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a 
day's journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown!



Feel the Urgency of the Task

■ Compel the people to listen.
■ Luke 14:23 - 23 And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out 

to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, 
that my house may be filled.



The Lord’s Compassion

■ Jonah 4:1-3 - But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was 
angry. 2 And he prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD, is not this what I 
said when I was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee to 
Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from 
disaster. 3 Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is 
better for me to die than to live.”

■ Jonah 4:10-11 - And the LORD said, “You pity the plant, for which you did 
not labor, nor did you make it grow, which came into being in a night and 
perished in a night. 11 And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in 
which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right 
hand from their left, and also much cattle?”



How Can We Change A Community for 
the Better?

1. Don’t run from hard duty.
2. Preach the Word of God.
3. Don’t be afraid of a confrontational message.
4. Feel the urgency of the task.


