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Danger Ahead

•Matthew 10:16 - 16 “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in 
the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as 
doves.



HOW ARE WE TO PREPARE FOR DANGER 
AHEAD?

1) Be Wise (As Serpents)
• Genesis 3:16 - Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast 

of  the field that the Lord God had made.
• 2 Corinthians 2:11 - Lest Satan should get an advantage of  us: for we 

are not ignorant of  his devices.
• 1 Corinthians 10:12-13 - 12Therefore let anyone who thinks that he 

stands take heed lest he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you that is 
not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted 
beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way 
of  escape, that you may be able to endure it.



HOW ARE WE TO PREPARE FOR DANGER 
AHEAD?

2) Be Innocent (As Doves)
• 1 Peter 2:9 - But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of  him who called you out of  darkness into his 
marvelous light.

• 1 Peter 2:12 - Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so 
that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your 
good deeds and glorify God on the day of  visitation.



Beware of  Men

•Matthew 10:17 - 17Beware of  men, for they will deliver you 
over to courts and flog you in their synagogues,



Luke 4:17-21:

17And the scroll of  the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the 
scroll and found the place where it was written,
18 “The Spirit of  the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of  sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

19 to proclaim the year of  the Lord's favor.”

20And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat 
down. And the eyes of  all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21And he 
began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing.”



Suffer for Doing Good

• 1 Peter 3:13-17 - 13 Now who is there to harm you if  you are zealous 
for what is good? 14 But even if  you should suffer for righteousness' 
sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of  them, nor be 
troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always 
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are 
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put 
to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if  that should 
be God's will, than for doing evil.



Bear Witness

•Matthew 10:18 - 18 and you will be dragged before governors 
and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the 
Gentiles.



You Are the Light of  the World

•Matthew 5:14-16 - 14 “You are the light of  the world. A city set 
on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people light a lamp and 
put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in 
the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven.



Not Ashamed of  the Gospel

• Romans 1:16 - 16 For I am not ashamed of  the gospel, for it 
is the power of  God for salvation to everyone who believes, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek.

•Matthew 10:32-33 - 32 So everyone who acknowledges me 
before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in 
heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny 
before my Father who is in heaven.



Don’t Be Anxious – Speak the Truth

•Matthew 10:19-20 - 19When they deliver you over, do not be 
anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what 
you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 20 For it is not 
you who speak, but the Spirit of  your Father speaking through 
you.



Apostles Before the Sanhedrin 

• Acts 5:27-32 - 27And when they had brought them, they set them before 
the council. And the high priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We strictly 
charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem 
with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon 
us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather 
than men. 30The God of  our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by 
hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader 
and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of  sins. 32And we 
are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has 
given to those who obey him.”



Paul’s Trial Before Festus
• Acts 26:24-29 - 24And as he was saying these things in his defense, 

Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, you are out of  your mind; your great 
learning is driving you out of  your mind.” 25But Paul said, “I am not out 
of  my mind, most excellent Festus, but I am speaking true and rational 
words. 26For the king knows about these things, and to him I speak 
boldly. For I am persuaded that none of  these things has escaped his 
notice, for this has not been done in a corner. 27King Agrippa, do you 
believe the prophets? I know that you believe.” 28And Agrippa said to 
Paul, “In a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?” 29And 
Paul said, “Whether short or long, I would to God that not only you but 
also all who hear me this day might become such as I am—except 
for these chains.”



"Voice Of  Truth"

Oh what I would do to have
The kind of  faith it takes to climb out of  this boat I'm in

Onto the crashing waves

To step out of  my comfort zone
To the realm of  the unknown where Jesus is

And He's holding out his hand

But the waves are calling out my name and they laugh at me
Reminding me of  all the times I've tried before and failed

The waves they keep on telling me
Time and time again, "Boy, you'll never win!"

"You'll never win"

But the voice of  truth tells me a different story
And the voice of  truth says, "Do not be afraid!"

And the voice of  truth says, "This is for My glory"
Out of  all the voices calling out to me

I will choose to listen and believe the voice of  truth



Houses Divided

•Matthew 10:21-22 - 21Brother will deliver brother over to 
death, and the father his child, and children will rise against 
parents and have them put to death, 22 and you will be hated by 
all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will 
be saved.


