Spring Cleaning
Luke 11:37-54




Vessel for Honorable Use

* 2 Timothy 2:21-22 - Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself
from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use,
set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for

every good work.
°2So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love,

and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure
heart.



3 Steps tor Spring Cleaning — Removing Clutter

1. Take Inventory — Radical Honesty

2.Assess Value
3. Take Action — Clean House



Take Inventory — Radical Honesty

o Luke 11:37-41 - While Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee asked
him to dine with him, so he went in and reclined at
table. 3 The Pharisee was astonished to see that he did not first
wash before dinner. 3 And the Lord said to him, “Now you
Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and of the dish, but
inside you are full of greed and wickedness. %’ You fools! Did
not he who made the outside make the inside also? ' But give

as alms those things that are within, and behold, everything is
clean for you.



Assess Value

* Luke 42-44 - “But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint
and rue and every herb, and neglect justice and the love of
God. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the
others. ¥ Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seat in the
synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces. * Woe to
you! For you are like unmarked graves, and people walk over
them without knowing it.”



3 Methods for Assessing Value of Possessions and
People

1. Utlity
2. Functionality

3. Convenience



Assessing the Value ot Possessions

Man
Proverbs 11:28 -

Whoever trusts in his
riches will fall, but the
righteous will flourish

like a green leat

God

Proverbs 11:4 - Riches
do not profit in the day
of wrath, but
righteousness delivers
from death.



God’s Assessment/Value of People

e Genesis 1:27 — So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

¢ James 3:9-10 - but no human being can tame the tongue. It 1s
a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our
Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in
the likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth come blessing
and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so.



Take Action — Clean House

* Luke 11:46-52 - And he said, “Woe to you lawyers also! For you load people
with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with
one of your fingers. 7 Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets
whom your fathers killed. *® So you are witnesses and you consent to the deeds
of your fathers, for they killed them, and you build their tombs. 4 Therefore
also the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some
of whom they will kill and persecute,” *® so that the blood of all the prophets,
shed from the foundation ot the world, may be charged against this
generation, > from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished
between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be required of this
generation. >> Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key

of knowledge. You did not enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were
entering.”



Walk Away from Clutter and Sin

* Luke 11:53-54 - As he went away from there, the scribes and
the Pharisees began to press him hard and to provoke him to
speak about many things, >*lying in wait for him, to catch him
in something he might say.



