
Power, Wealth, Fame

The Choice - Jesus vs the World
1 John 2:15-17
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Choose This Day Who You Will Follow

• Joshua 24:14-15 - 14 “Now therefore fear the Lord and serve 
him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your 
fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 
the Lord. 15And if  it is evil in your eyes to serve 
the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the 
gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the 
gods of  the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord.”



Do Not Love the World – Choose Jesus

• 1 John 2:15-17 - 15Do not love the world or the things in the 
world. If  anyone loves the world, the love of  the Father is not 
in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of  the flesh 
and the desires of  the eyes and pride of  life—is not from the 
Father but is from the world. 17And the world is passing away 
along with its desires, but whoever does the will of  God abides 
forever.



Do Not Love the World

• 1 John 2:15 - 15Do not love the world or the things in the 
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Worldly vs Biblical Values

World Bible

Pride, Hubris, Fame Humility

Wealth Stewardship

Lust Fidelity

Covetousness, Envy Contentment



PRIDE, HUBRIS, FAME

• Acts 12:20-23 - 20Now Herod was angry with the people of  Tyre
and Sidon, and they came to him with one accord, and having 
persuaded Blastus, the king's chamberlain, they asked for peace, 
because their country depended on the king's country for 
food. 21On an appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his 
seat upon the throne, and delivered an oration to them. 22And the 
people were shouting, “The voice of  a god, and not of  a 
man!” 23 Immediately an angel of  the Lord struck him down, 
because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms 
and breathed his last.



Warnings Against Pride and Arrogance

• Proverbs 8:13 - The fear of  the Lord is hatred of  evil. Pride 
and arrogance and the way of  evil and perverted speech I hate.

• Proverbs 16:5 - Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an 
abomination to the Lord; be assured, he will not go 
unpunished.

• Proverbs 16:18 - Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty 
spirit before a fall.



HUMILITY

• Acts 14:8-13 - 8Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use 
his feet. He was crippled from birth and had never walked. 9He listened 
to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at him and seeing that he had 
faith to be made well, 10 said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” 
And he sprang up and began walking. 11And when the crowds saw what 
Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods 
have come down to us in the likeness of  men!” 12Barnabas they 
called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief  speaker. 13And 
the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance to the city, brought 
oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacrifice with the 
crowds.



HUMILITY

• Acts 14:14-15 - 14But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul 
heard of  it, they tore their garments and rushed out into the 
crowd, crying out, 15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We 
also are men, of  like nature with you, and we bring you good 
news, that you should turn from these vain things to a living 
God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all 
that is in them.



WEALTH

• Luke 12:15-21 - 15And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard 
against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance 
of  his possessions.” 16And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of  a 
rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I 
do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18And he said, ‘I will do this: I 
will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all 
my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have 
ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20But 
God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of  you, and the 
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays 
up treasure for himself  and is not rich toward God.”



The Temptation and Snare of  Wealth

• 1 Timothy 6:9-10 - 9But those who desire to be rich fall into 
temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful 
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the 
love of  money is a root of all kinds of  evils. It is through this 
craving that some have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many pangs.



STEWARDSHIP

• Acts 16:14-15 - 14One who heard us was a woman named 
Lydia, from the city of  Thyatira, a seller of  purple goods, who 
was a worshiper of  God. The Lord opened her heart to pay 
attention to what was said by Paul. 15And after she was 
baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If  
you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my 
house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.



LUST

• 2 Samuel 11:2-5 - 2 It happened, late one afternoon, when David 
arose from his couch and was walking on the roof  of  the king's 
house, that he saw from the roof  a woman bathing; and the woman 
was very beautiful. 3And David sent and inquired about the woman. 
And one said, “Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of  Eliam, the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 4 So David sent messengers and took 
her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she had been 
purifying herself  from her uncleanness.) Then she returned to her 
house. 5And the woman conceived, and she sent and told David, “I 
am pregnant.”



FIDELITY

•Genesis 39:11-12 - 11But one day, when he went into the house 
to do his work and none of  the men of  the house was there in 
the house, 12 she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with 
me.” But he left his garment in her hand and fled and got out 
of  the house.



Choose to Honor the Lord in Your Marriage

•Hebrews 13:4 - 4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and 
let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the 
sexually immoral and adulterous.



COVETOUSNESS AND ENVY

• Acts 8:18-21 - 18Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given 
through the laying on of  the apostles' hands, he offered them 
money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone on 
whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20But Peter 
said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you 
thought you could obtain the gift of  God with money! 21You 
have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not 
right before God.



CONTENTMENT

• Philippians 4:11-13 - . 11Not that I am speaking of  being in 
need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to 
be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how 
to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the 
secret of  facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I 
can do all things through him who strengthens me.



The Choice

• 1 John 2:16-17 - 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of  
the flesh and the desires of  the eyes and pride of  life—is not 
from the Father but is from the world. 17And the world is 
passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will 
of  God abides forever.



No One Can Serve Two Masters

•Matthew 6:24 - 24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he 
will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other.



How to Make the Right Choice
Build Your Life on the Foundation of  Jesus

•Matthew 7:24-27 - 24 “Everyone then who hears these words of  
mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on 
the rock. 25And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been 
founded on the rock. 26And everyone who hears these words of  
mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his 
house on the sand. 27And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the 
fall of  it.”


